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JOURNAL OF THOMAS HOPKINS OF THE FRIEND- 
SHIP SALT COMPANY, NEW JERSEY, 1780. 

[Original in the Manuscript Division of the Historical Society of 
Pennsylvania.] 

Aug. 11, 1780. — Left home in C° with James White 
crossed to Coopers Ferry & p" Ferriage. Proceeded 
on the Eoad near to Haddonfleld, recollected leaving 
the Books hehind returnd by myself for them, got 
them & proceeded hack to Haddonfield where I lodgd 
with J. White — rose the 12 th by daylight, p d our Beck- 
oning, at Haddonfield 35/5/0 & proceeded to the Blue 
Anchor where we fed our Horses & got Breakfast — 
rested a little p d our reck 8 22/10/0. Then sett of for 
the Works where we arrivd about Six OClock through 
Shoals of Musquetoes althe way who attacked us on 
every quarter with great Venom — found One sett of 
Works going, Martin & Nicholas Working them, Nicho- 
las Hart hauling Wood, about four Cord at the Works, 
James Thomas, returnd in the Evening from the Wood 
Cutters, & reportd there was not more than Seven or 
Eight Cord cut, three Wood Cutters at Works, who 
came in & said they could not stand it any longer the 
Musquetoes being so very thick, Allen & Young returnd 
about 8 OClock from Philad a with Eight empty Flax- 
seed Casks . . . drawd 11 Basketts Salt this 
Evening. — 

Sunday Morng. Aug* 13. — Weather fair Light 
Breese @ S.E a very fine Tide the Water very good 
opend the Gates & filled the Pond, the Cistern full of 
excellent Water, went to meet s with J. White & Ja* 
Thomas, nobody at Work except the two Men at the 
fires, in the afternoon very heavy Squalls with thunder 
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& Rain, the Evening clear returnd home ab' 7 OClock 
drawd 11 Basketts Salt. 

Monday Aug* 14.— -6 OClock.— Wind at S. W. fine 
Weather — Martin & Nicholas at the fires. Nicholas 
Hart Hailing Wood, Jo" Allen & John Young getting 
their Waggons in Order to go to Philad a , the Wood- 
cutters refus g to cut indued me to offer them 2/6 p. 
Cord which they agreed to fearing we should be out 
of Wood & obligd to stop the Pans — at Ten OClock 
the Tide suiting set the Pumps agoing but found the 
Sheeting underneath the Wheal blown, stopd the Wheal 
immediately lifted it up and J. Thomas & I. Strick- 
land who was here repaird it & set it agoing ab' 11 
OClock. ab' dinner time the Wind a N. E. brisk Gale, 
saw two Sail standing to the S. E. the one a large 
Schooner the other a Brig, after Dinner the Wood- 
cutters returnd & said they would work no more as the 
Weather was so hot & the Musquetoes so thick am 
fearfull unless we can employ some immediately shall 
be ob d to stop the Works, in the Evening Jo 5 Allen & 
John Young set of for Philad a with 8 Teirces of Salt 
ab 1 one load more in Store. N.B. the Eight Casks Salt 
Ja* White took no Receipt for. Drawd 11 Basketts 
Salt. 

Aug* 15. — 6 OClock the Morning fine Clear but very 
warm Martin & Nicholas at the fires as yesterday & 
Nicholas Hart Hauling wood, the 3 Wood Cutters 
elopd before Day & stole an Ax & a Loaf of Bread. 
Drawd 12 Basketts Salt — Rece'd of Luke Rulong 3 
Sheapshead @ 8 Doll 8 and 12 weakfish @ 7/6 . . . 
13/10/0. N.B. the three Wood Cutters chop'd about 
2 Cords. 

16 — 5 OClock. — Clear Morning light breese at W. 
but very warm — Martin & Nicholas at the fires, our 
wood very Green. James White & Ja s Thomas set of 
for Philad a about 4 OClock P. M., Like for Rain, set 
the pumps at work — Nicholas Hart sick, no wood 
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Hall'd — still Continues very warm — no wood cutters 
at work — past Nine OClock the Pickle not boil'd down 
yet Owing to green wood, the Cistern full of very good 
watter 

17 — 5 OClock. — Martin & Nicholas at work — Drawd 
12 Baskets Coarse Salt — no wind, very warm, mus- 
quetoes & flies plenty; Nicholas Hart Hailing wood, 
went & Bath d in Cistern — after Breakfast trimd Casks, 
9 OClock went and Examined the watter in the ditch 
& found it Darned across near the Natturall Ponds so 
that the watter could not come up from the bay, then 
proceded Down to the bay side & tried the watter in 
the Natturall ponds & find it very salt, set the pump 
to work, Martin Nelson Drunk & very abusive — Query 
whether if the Natturall Ponds was dugg one spitt deep 
would it not be great benefit. 

Beturnd from the bay at 11 OClock A. M. and find 
it very hott with light air of wind from the S. & the 
tide but Indifferent. 

18 — 5 OClock. — Clear morning — no wind, very warm 
Musquetoes & flies very plenty — Martin & Nicholas 
at the fires, Agreed with Bichard Demey to cut wood 
@ 2/6 apiece or the Exchange, Drawd 10 Baskets 
coarse salt, the wood green, 12 OClock very hott 
looks as if wee should have a heavy gust from the 
N. W., goes of again 3 OClock fresh breese @ S. "W. — 
sett the pumps at work — the tides Bun low, Nicholas 
Hart Hall'd 3 Cords of wood of Ja s Weyle Cutting — 
Martin Nelson Drunk & Left the Works from 3 OClock 
P. M. untill 6 OClock, & I had to go help Nicholas to 
shift pickle, Jo s Allen & Jn° Young Betur'd about 
11 OClock at Night from Philad a with 8 Empty Casks. 
Martin so very quarelsome with Cursing & Darning 
that I could hardly keep my hands of him. 10 Baskets 
salt. 

19. — 3 OClock, went to the salt house found Nicholas 
Johnson at work, Martin had not Beleived him all 
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Night, sent him to bed, tended untill Sun Eise, call'd 
Martin then went & had a fine bathing, Cloudy Morn- 
ing wind at N. W. grows Pleasant, sent Allen & Young 
to John Higbee for two Loads Hay, went to the woods 
with Nicholas Hart found 2 Cords & \, trim'd & Line'd 
10 Flaxseed Casks they wea*e in very bad order, meas- 
ured up all the salt that was in the store Nine 
Bushells of it was made when I came to the works, set 
the pumps at work fill'd the Cistern, Draw'd 11 
baskets salt, no wood Cutters at work this Day, the 
Musquetoes & flies Exceeding plenty so that I can 
scarce write— 10 OClock P. M. 11 Baskets salt. 

August 20 th — First Day 6 OClock. fine clear Morn- 
ing Wind at N. W. fine & cool went & Bath'd, sent 
Nicholas Hart to see if he could find any more wood, 
Report 'd that he found 8 or 10 Cords, went to Meeting 
& in the Afternoon, made Dilegent serch after a House 
Keeper have some Expectation of one to morrow, 
Nicholas Hart Hall'd 4 Loads wood Martin & Nicholas 
tending fires, Draw'd 10 Baskets salt toDay. 

August 20 th 1780 
Stephen Eyre, * 

By the Recomendation of Hudson Burr, who In- 
formed me that thee would be a good hand in the salt 
House, I take the Liberty to write to thee, to know 
if thee would come & work for us at the Friendship 
salt works, where we would give thee good wages & 
constant Employment, should be glad to see thee Im- 
mediately, or to be Inform 'd by Letter, & in so Doing 
thee will Oblidge thy Assured Friend to Serve 

Tho s Hopkins 

21 st .— 6 OClock wind at N. W. fine & Cool, Nicholas 
& Martin at the fires, set the Pump at work, sent John 
Young to Hall Hay from Jn° Higby & Joseph Allen 
to Philad a with five Flaxseed Casks salt Cont g 46 
Bussells Nine of which I found made when I arriv'd 
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at the works & the Eight Casks which Jo s Allen & Jn° 
Young Ree'd the 14 th Inst & give no Eeceipt to Ja 3 
White for it Being in a very great Hurry, tried the 
watter in the pond & find it ordinary let it out — Draw'd 

11 Baskets salt this Evening. N.B. Jo s Allen set of at 

12 OCloek A. M. 37 Buss. Salt I made. 

22". — 5 OCloek Clear Pleasant morning Wind at 
west — Martin & Nicholas tending fires, sent Jn° Young 
to hall 6 Hay— went & Bath 'd— at 12 OCloek A. M. 
Nicholas Hart Return 'd from Hall g wood & broke the 
Little Waggon, the large one being broke down before, 
one OCloek opened the gates to get watter but it prov'd 
bad let it out again, sent N. Hart with the waggon to 
N. Blackman to be mended, tried to get one but could 
not, J. Young went to hall wood this afternoon, Drawd 
12 Baskets Salt. 

August 23 d . — 5 Oclock Clear still morning, Martin & 
Nicholas at the fires, John Young Hall g wood, Nicholas 
Hart at work in Garden for want of a waggon, stopd 
the leaks in trunk, Dug the Ditch deper, Examined the 
pumps, stopd Leaks in Cistern. 12 Oclock P.M. flies 
& musquetoes in great plenty, very warm wind at west, 
tried to set the pump at work, could not fetch it, drawd 
the 2 boxes found one of the lower box staple drawd, 
could not get it Riveted this day, Drawd 12 Baskets 
Salt. J. Young 2 Load wood this day. 

24. — 5 OCloek Clear still warm Morning, Martin & 
Nicholas at the fires, Jn° Young Hall g wood N. Hart 
ploughing Potatoes, the ground very hard & dry, set 
two pumps at work & from tasting of the watter about 
the pumps I am sure that wee use two much fresh 
watter & I am of the Opinion that if there was a trunk 
of logs from the Ditch across the Creek & to have the 
Naturall ponds dug one spitt Deep, & to have waste 
gates from the Ditch & pond, that wee should make as 
much salt in two Days as wee do in three, after Break- 
fast Nich s Hart went to Cut wood, the waggon not 
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being mended yet, 12 OClock A.M. wind at S. very 
warm, flies & musquetoes not so bad as yesterday, good 
tide 3 OClock got a pond of good watter, 5 OClock 
went to weelright after the waggon, he expects to have 
it done next week, musquetoes in Clouds, Enough to 
eat up horse & foot. Draw'd 10 Baskets salt. N. B. 
Broach 'd our last barl Poark, J. Young 3 Load wood. 

Aug. 25 th . — 5 OClock Clear Morning Little Pleasant, 
Martin & Nicholas at fires went & bought some fresh 
beef & salted it, set both Pumps at work, John Young 
Hall 6 wood, Nicholas Hart to Cutting wood, having no 
waggon, Light wind at E. 12 OClock A.M. very warm, 
fill'd the pond this afternoon, Having green wood, 
Drawd only 10 Baskets salt, J. Young 3 Loads wood. 

26 th . — 5 OClock Cloudy warm morning, light air at 
E., Martin & Nicholas at fires, J. Young & Nicholas 
Hart Hall 8 wood with Jo s Allen's waggon, Jo s Allen 
arriv'd here About 6 OClock this morning with 6 
Empty Casks, Barney & Henry from Philad", fill'd up 

5 Casks salt, sett the Pumps at work, taken ace 1 of 
wood, but about 2 Cords left. Barney & Henry Em- 
ploy 'd about House toDay. Draw'd only 10 Baskets 
Salt, the wood was so green. J. Young 4 Load. 

27 th , First Day. — 5 OClock Cloudy Foggy morning, 
Martin & Nicholas at fires, our wood green, set of to 
go to Little Egg Harbour after hands Paid 60 Doll 3 
Ferrage. Draw'd only 6 Baskets Salt. 

28 th , 2" Day.— 6 OClock Clear still morning. Martin 

6 Nicholas at fires. Jo s Allen set of for Philad* with 
5 Casks Salt. John Young & Nicholas Hart with him 
to hall Hay from J. Bead & R d Higbee — Barney split- 
ing wood — Henry at work about house — Martin Drunk, 
was oblig'd to send Barney to tend in his room — Mus- 
quetoes not so troublesome — Drawd 7 Baskets salt 4 
OClock. 

N. B. two Loads Hay one from John Read the other 
from Rich. Higbee. 7 Baskets. 
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29 n , 3 a Day. — 4 OClock Clear still warm Morning, 
Call'd up John Young, to feed his Horses, Nicholas 
Johnson tending fires, Martin being Drunk in the day- 
time was not up all night & in the Morning went & 
got more rum, & because I talk to him about his going 
on in such a manner, Instead of its having the Desired 
Effect, he fell to Cursing & Damning, upon which I 
desired him to go down to the Salt House & mind his 
Business, he told me that he would go when he pleas 'd 
for that it was none of my business & fell to Cursing 
of mee. I then took hold of him by the shoulder & 
push'd him out of Doors, I told him that if he did not 
behave, better that I must & would Discharge him, J. 
Young & N. Hart went to Hall Hay with one team, 12 
OClock A.M. fresh breese at S. got a Pond good watter. 
Having a full tide, set 2 pumps at work, Barney split- 
ting wood, Henry in the House & in the Evening 
Barney & Henry tended in [torn] @ 12 OClock & did 
nothing in Evening [torn] 8 baskets salt. 

One Load Hay from Rich* Higbee and after Hall'd 
wood & N. Hart & myself dug the Deeper Martin [torn] 
Discharg'd. This day 8 Baskets. 

August 30 th , 4 th Day. — 6 OClock Clear cool pleasant 
Morning wind at N., no Musquetoes, still a few flies, 
Nicholas Johnson & Barney tending Martin Drunk, 
gone after more Eum, Nich s Hart splitting wood, wag- 
gon not mended yet. John Young Hall g wood, bo' 47 
lb sheapshead @ 15/, mended salt house Roof. 12 
OClock A.M. wind @ N. E. 2 OClock heard Guns see 
two Large Vessels Standing to S. good tides — set the 
pump at work, fill'd the Cistern & pond. Draw'd 10 
Baskets salt @ 5 OClock P.M. J. Y. 4 Loads wood. 

31, 5 th Day. — 5 OClock Rainy night & Morning w @ 
S. Nich s Johnson & Barney tending. N. Hart splitting 
wood, John Young Hall g wood, Henry in House Cook- 
ing, 12 OClock A.M. Clear, wind @ S. E., full tide, & 
pond, Nich 8 Hart Ploughing Potatoes & afterwards, 
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splitting wood, 4 OClock went to N. Blackmails after 
waggon Expect to get it home to morrow, Martin Nel- 
son begun to work again. 6 OClock Evening in the salt 
House, the wood very green. Musquetoes & flies Quiet. 
Draw'd 10 Baskets salt @ 12 OClock A.M. J. Young 
4 Loads wood with 3 Horses, one being sick of Gt. H's, 

Sepf 1 st . — 6 th Day 5 OClock, Cloudy morning wind 
@ N, Nicholas Johnston & Martin tending Nicholas 
Hart & Barney splitting wood. John Young Hall s 
wood, 12 OClock A.M. wind N. E. full tide & pond 
mended, the watter weal having two spokes broke & 
braced it all Bound, on both sides, set the pump at 
work. N. Hart got the waggon home. Henry at work 
in House having no maid — a Day of rest from mus- 
quetoes & flies. Draw'd 9 Baskets salt 12 OClock A.M. 
J. Allen returned about 9 at Night with 2^ Casks Oats. 
J. Young 4 Load 3 Horses, one sick of G. H's. 

2 i , 7 th Day.— 5 OClock Eainy Night & Morning. 
Nicholas & Martin tending, J. Young Hall s wood, 
Nicholas Hart & Barney splitting, Henry in the House, 
Boarded the waggon Sides, 12 OClock A.M. the tide 
over the meadow, measured up salt, set the pumps at 
work, Joseph Allen Did not work this Day — no flies nor 
musquetoes — small showers most part of the Day — 
our wood green. Rain'd often in Night. Draw'd 
11 Baskets salt 4 OClock, J. Young Halld 3 Loads with 
3 Horses. 

August 3 d . — First Day, 6 OClock Bainy Morning 
wind at N. E. Blowing fresh, then shifting to S. E. 
with heavy rain, Nich s Johnson & Martin tending, 12 
OClock A.M. full tide & pond, wind N. W. with fresh 
breese — set the Pumps at work, this afternoon fill'd 
the Cistern so as to run over, our watter good but our 
wood very green. Draw'd 10 Baskets salt 5 OClock. 

4 th , 2" Day.—± OClock Clear & Pleasant, wind N. W., 
Nicholas & Martin tending, went to the woods to see 
if I could find any wood, found one cord wee being 
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allmost out, set J. Young and Nich s Hart to Hall, Jo 8 
Allen & Barney, splitting, Henry in the house — four 
hands in the woods today. Employ 'd in measuring salt 
& triming Casks to send away to morrow, Lined Nine 
Casks. Draw'd 11 Baskets salt. 

5 th , 3 d Day. — Got up at Day-break to finish my Letter 
& to set Nich s Hart & John Young of for Philad a with 
nine Flaxseed Casks salt Containing Eighty Buss 3 & 
■J which wasi all that was made, Nich s & Martin tending 
Joseph Allen Hall g wood, 4 wood cutters at work. 
Cloudy morning wind N. W., Barney & Henry splitting 
wood, & Cooking. 12 OClock A. M. wind N. E. with 
showers, staked & Ridered garden fence this afternoon, 
Bained most of the Night very fast. Jo s Allen Hall'd 
2 Loads wood. Draw'd 9 Baskets salt 12 OClock. Jo 8 
Allen Hall'd 3 Loads wood. 

Sepf 6 th . — 4 th Day 5 OClock Cloudy Morning, wind 
N. W. Nich s & Martin tending, Jo 8 Allen Hall s , wood, 
Barney splitting, Henry @ Cooking, John London & 
my self minding salt pan, found seven Rivets gone in 
one place & many more Elsware, 6 wood Cutters at 
work to Day, our wood green. J. Allen 4 Loads wood. 
Draw'd 12 Baskets salt. 

7 th , 5 Day. — 5 OClock Cloudy still Morning, Nicholas 
& Martin tending, Jo s Allen Hall B wood, sent Ja 8 
Whylie to fish & get Clams, being out of meat, three 
wood Cutters in woods, Barney, splitting, Henry in 
house," set the Pumps at work, watter ordinary in the 
pond — at work mending the pan. Bained very fast in 
the Night; lived on Clams to Day. J. Allen 4 Load 
wood. Draw'd 12 Baskets salt 2 OClock. 

8 th , 6 Day. — 5 OClock Cloudy morning wind N. W., 
Nich s & Martin tending, Barney splitting, Henry in 
House, Jo s Allen Hall g wood, two more Cutting wood — 
very Buzzyly Employ 'd with Jn° London about mend- 
ing the Large pan. 12 OClock A. M. Clear & pleasant, 
no flies nor musquetoes, set the Pump at work, our 
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wood green — our meat Intirely out lived on Clams 
to Day 10 OClock & Beautiful Night. J. Allen four 
Loads wood. Draw'd 11 Baskets salt 3 OClock. 

Sepf 9 tK .~T h Day.— 5 OClock Clear Pleasant Morn- 
ing wind at N W, Nich s & Martin tending, Barney Split- 
ting, Henry in the House Cooking, Jo s Allen Hall 8 
wood, Finished mending Large pan & got it in its berth 
this forenoon, & paid John London, smith Five Hun- 
dred Doll 8 on acct, of work done — set the pump at work 
12 OClock A.M., severall Applied to Cutt wood, Expect 
them Next week. Jo s Allen three Loads wood. Draw'd 
11 Baskets salt 3 OClock. 

10 th , First Day. — 6 OClock Cloudy still Morning light 
air S. W. Nich 8 & Martin tending, went to set the 
Pump at work & found the head of waiter low. Ex- 
amined the Damn & found the trunk very Leaky — 
went to Meeting & in the afternoon made Inquiry 
after beef, the waggons not Return 'd yet from Philad*. 
Draw'd 11 Baskets salt 3 OClock. 

11 th , Second Day.- — 5 OClock Clear Pleasant morn- 
ing wind N. W. Nich 8 & Martin tending, Barney split- 
ting, Henry in, House, Allen Hall g wood — out of meat, 
went to Jafett Leads & got a Sheap which wee are to 
give flour for; sent James Whylee to Clam & fish, 8 
wood Cutters at work, Nich 5 Hart & John Young Re- 
turn 'd from Philad a , with 5 Casks Oats, 8 Buss 8 went 
to pay for Corn wee Borrow 'd. Ja 8 Whylee got some 
fish & about 1500 Clams. A smart Shower before Day; 
Jo 8 Allen Hall d 3 Loads wood, N. Hart & J Young got 
to the works 4 OClock P. M., with 5 Casks Oats. Draw'd 
11 Baskets salt. 

Sepf 12 th .— 3 d Day.— 5 OClock, Cloudy still Morning, 
Nich 8 & Martin tending, John Young & Jo 8 Allen Hall g 
wood, Nich 8 Hart to Cutting wood, 11 Hands Cutting 
wood to Day, two of them Capt Stephens's Negros, 
men came this morning — fill'd up 5 Casks salt to send 
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by J Young — heavy Eain hail & Thunder, most part 
of the Night. Draw'd 11 Baskets Salt 2 OClock. 

13 th , 4 th Day. — Got up about 2 OClock, cal'd up Henry 
to get mee Breakfast, sent Barney to feed the Horse, 
set of for home 3 OClock through Clouds of Musque- 
toes, as far as the Blue Anchor, arrived about 10 
OClock fed the horse, paid Eighteen Doll 3 , then fed 
again & arriv'd at Coopers about 6 Oclock, paid fer- 
riage, 8 Doll 8 , & got home about seven OClock in the 
Evening. Left my son Bob' at the works. 

Left home in Comp y with Ja s White first day about 
one OClock Sept r 24 th , Cross 'd to Cooper's paid 20 
Doll 3 , Proceeded on the Boad to Long Comeing where 
wee bated our Horses, got a Drink & paid our Beckon- 
ing 24 Dolls — -set out for Blew Anchor where wee ar- 
rived in the Evening, had our Horses fed, got Supper 
went to bed, arrose in the morning fed our Horses, 
got Breakfast paid our Beckoning 162 Doll 3 set out 
for the works where wee arrived at two OClock P.M. 
where wee found L. D. wife & sister E B & wife G- 
Harris, & my son Bob 1 Just going to set Down, to Diner 
where wee Dined, & the next Day the works was set 
up at Vendue &, was bid in for the owners; 4 th Day 
the 27 th , got up before Day had our Horses fed, Break- 
fasted & set out for Home, arrived at Blew Anchor 
at 12 OClock A.M. fed our Horses got Dinner Paid our 
Beckoning 54 Doll 3 then set of at 2 OClock & arrived 
at Cooper's in the Evening, paid my ferrage 8 Doll 9 
& Cross 'd the Biver and arriv'd at Home about 8 
OClock. 

Left home October 6 th about 2 OClock PM., Paid 
ferrage 8 Doll 3 , Cross 'd the Biver to Sam Cooper's, 
fed my horse with 3 Quarts Oats & set of at 3 OClock 
& Arriv'd at Murrells, at Long Comeing, where I fed 
the horse got Supper & went to bed, Arrose @ five 
fed the horse, paid my Beckoning 50 Doll 3 & got to 
Blew Anchor, Breakfasted & fed my horse with two 
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Quarts Corn, paid Beckoning 24 Doll 8 , stop'd at Sedar 
Bridge, fed my horse & paid 8 Doll 3 , set of through 
very heavy Bain most of the way & arriv'd at works 
at 5 OClock in Evening, where I found my Son Bob* 
who Inform 'd me that one set of the works was in blast, 
& Cha s Mires & Martin Nelson tending, having not 
more wood hall'd than to keep up the fires untill Morn- 
ing when the Pickle was boil'd down, Draw'd 6 Bas- 
kets Salt, our wood gone, the watter very fresh having 
had a great deal of Bain, I Concluded it best to stop 
the works untill the watter is better & to get the trunk 
mended Across the Ditch. 

October the 9 n . — 2 Day Morning Bo' a Bull of Jafett 
Leads for Eight pounds hard Money Kill'd him & 
brought the beef to the works, wheighed about four 
Hundred — Barney Hailing wood, Henry at work in 
Kitchen, John Young, Bich d Denney & Cha 8 Mires a 
Cutting wood, Martin Nelson did not work, yesterday 
nor to Day — Deliver 'd to Nehemiah Blackman [torn] 
lb flour — Dorsey paid Jaffett Leads for the bull eight 
pounds in full. 

October 10*\—3 A Day Morning 6 OClock Clear & 
Pleasant wind @ N W — Barney Hall g wood, Martin 
Nelson began to work to split wood, John Young Bich d 
Demey & Cha s Mires Cutting, Henry at work in the 
house, Deliver 'd Jafett Leads [torn] lb flour on Acct. 
of a Sheep, & 7 lb flour Deliver 'd to Ja s Wheyle's wife 
on Ace* of work done. 

11**, 4 th Day.— Morning 6 OClock Clear & Pleasant 
wind N — Barney Hall g wood, Martin splitting, Henry 
in the House, Cooking, Sam 1 Strickland at work about 
the trunk, this Afternoon two of our Horses, Died with 
the botts — Joseph Allen arrived this Evening with one 
bar 1 Beef & 4 Flaxseed Casks Corn & twenty four Hun- 
dred Continentall Doll 8 & Michall Maloney along with 
him. 

12 th , 5 th Day.— 6 OClock Cloudy Morning wind N.E., 



58 Journal of Thomas Hopkins, 1780. 

Barney, & Martin, Employ 'd with Sam 1 Strickland, 
Abigail Read's Jake Began to work today & worked 
until the 18 th for his Victuals. 

13 tn , 6 Day.— 6 OClock Foggy Morning wind S., full 
tide — Jo s Allen Hall 8 wood, Barney & Martin splitting 
wood, Jake Cleaning Salt House & pans, John Young 
left the works this morning without Acquainting of me 
that he was going away & has Cutt 5 Cords wood, & 
this day Owens Jones & W m Sandy came from Ja s 
Coopers, began to Cutt wood. My son Bob* set of for 
home after Breakfast. 

October 14 th . — 7 th Day, 6 OClock, Clear pleasant 
Morning — Jake @ Hall 8 wood in Joseph Allen's stead, 
he don't work toDay, neither Martin Nelson, Barney 
Hall 8 Gravel on the Causway, Henry in Kitchen, four 
Men Cutting wood this Day & finish 'd stoping the 
Damm & the trunk, Sam 1 Strickland has worked 4 Days 
this week & Ja s Wheylee Employ 'd in getting Clams. 

15, first Day. — 6 OClock Breakfasted & set out for 
Little Egg Harbour to get Ax's & agreed with 
Stephen Eyre to come to work in about one or two 
weeks — Lodged at Moss's. 

16, second Day. — Morning set of from Moss's & 
breakfasted at Willis's & had a fateguing walk to the 
ferry's, paid ferryage Seventy Doll 8 & got to Jafett 
Leads, Bested little & set of for the works and arriv'd 
at dusk, having walked near 30 miles; Joseph Allen 
Hall 8 wood & Barney Hall 8 wood & pine Notts, Cap* 
Stephens's Luke splitting wood, Martin Nelson Idle & 
Jake, this Day six hands Cutting wood, Sam 1 Strick- 
land Employd setting the pumps to work by watter. 

October 17 n .- — 6 OClock Clear Morning wind @ 
N W — Jo s Allen & Barney Hailing wood, Cap* 
Stephens's Luke splitting, Henry Cooking, Charles 
Mires, Rich" Demey, Owen Jones & W m Sandy from 
Ja s Cooper's — Read & — Smith Cutting wood; tried 
the watter in the pond & found it very fresh, let it out, 
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& got a pond of good watter, set one pump at work, & 
Strickland Employ 'd in getting the other two fit to 
work, one of them to have a new Lower box, and the 
other lower box to have a new staple. 

18 th , 4'* Day. — 6 OClock Clear Frosty morning Wind 
N. W. — Martin & Jake getting Beady to light fire, Sam 1 
Strickland got the Boxes in the Pumps this forenoon, 
full tide fill'd the pond with midling good watter, set 
the works in blast — 10 OClock A.M. Joseph Allen & 
Barney Hall* wood, Luke & Francis Meloney splitting, 
six hands Cutting wood ; set 3 Pumps at work half after 
4 OClock P.M. — Bebecca Allen came to keep house for 
us this Evening & spoke to Isaac Condeary's son about 
the Ditch he was a Cutting from the bay near to the 
Damn, I told him that if he let out the watter I thought 
he was in a fair way to bring trouble on them & that 
the Owners would sue them for Damages for Every 
Day the works were stop'd. [torn] that they would 
Bather see it [torn] — tell of [torn] 

October 19 n .—5 Day 4 OClock, Clear Pleasant Moon 
— light Mor g — Martin, & Jake tending fires, our watter 
but weak — 6 OClock Jo s Allen & Barney Hall 8 wood, 
Francis Meloney & Luke splitting, 6 men Cutting wood 
— set 3 Pumps at work, 8 OClock stop'd on Ace* of the 
tide, our Cistern Leakey being empty so Long, 12 
OClock A.M. wind S.W., set the Pumps to work @ 
five OClock & shifted Pickle for the first time. 

20 th 6 Day. — 5 OClock Clear Pleasant morning wind 
N. W. — went to set the Pumps to work & found a Ditch 
cut through by the damn so that we cant Pump, Jo" 
Allen & Barney Hailing wood & Francis Meloney & 
Luke splitting, Martin & Jake tending fires, 5 hands 
Cutting wood, W m Sandy not well, Din'd & at half after 
one OClock P.M. the salt most Beady to be Draw'd set 
of & arriv'd at Mattox's at 8 OClock Night — got up at 
half after four, had horse fed, Paid my Beckoning 
Forty Doll s & set of at 6 OClock & got to Murrell's at 
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Long Comeing @ 8 got Breakfast & fed the horse 
Paid Reckoning 18 Doll 3 set of @ Nine & arriv'd at 
Joseph Coopers @ one OCloek, paid ferrage — My son 
Rob' Left home 24 th about noon to go to Burlington 
after a horse to take Down to the works. 

The journal also contains the following statement : 

Soon after the British was in Possession of Philad" 
a friend of mine let me know what a Distress 'd situa- 
tion the prisoners were in, that they were without Pro- 
vision for five days, that they had been seen to pull 
up the Grass & Eat the Roots ; wee then went & made 
Dilegent search until wee had found those that had 
seen them Eat the roots of the Grass. I that afternoon 
walk'd to frankford acquainted Cap' Craig of the 
light Horse, Desired he would acquaint Genr 1 Wash- 
ington of their Situation which he told me Afterwards 
he Did, that the British would not admit of any Pro- 
vision to be Brought in with a flag untill Christmas, 
that from the time that I was made Acquainted with 
their case, I went to the Country every week & bought 
provision untill it was sent in by Excellency, & as I 
had Assisted the prisoners, as soon as T Franklin was 
appointed Agent, he Call'd on me to know if I would 
assist him which I did untill Genr 1 Arnold took Pos- 
session of the City. Tho s Franklin & my self Distrib- 
uted all the Provision & Cloathing for which Neither 
of us Rece'd any pay. I took care at Diferent times 
of 106 Head fatt Cattle, sold most of the Flour, Col- 
ected the money, Bought Cloathing, had it made & Dis- 
tributed, laid out all my hard Cash for Cloathing, 
firewood & Provision. Before wee had any flour to 
sell, Did not Receive all my money until last summer 
& that without Interest, had I Purchased Goods for 
my self it would have yealded me a Good Profit. I 
Did buy Eleven Hundred Buss 8 Salt, Could have sold 
it for half Joe Bus 1 but the Commissary's took it away 
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from us, they said it was for the use of the army & 
when wee where paid for it, would not buy much more 
hard cash than the first Cost. I this spring spoke with 
Ellias Boudinot Commiss y Priss s to know how I was 
to be paid for my taking care of the Pris s — he Ac- 
quainted me that he had settl'd the books two years 
ago with T Franklin, had forgot mee & all that could 
be Done now was to speak with some of the members 
of the Treasury boards which he Did, & they are of 
Oppinion that it will be best to Apply to Congress. 
Now if Congress will be so Good as to Consider whether 
or no my past Labour at a time when the Distress 'd 
Situation of the unhappy Prissoners so Loudly call'd 
for Belief, at a time when the Inhabitants of the City 
was Eyther affraid of the Dissorders that was then 
raging in Jail, of the danger attending it, or of Being 
put into Jail theirselves. Had I gone to work with 
my Bake Houses for the British I could have Baked 
from twenty to thirty Hundred of Bisquet pr. Day, 
for which I could have had 7/6, that it would not have 
been one Quarter the Fatigue to me as I had with the 
Prissoners, Besides I should have been look'd upon as 
a Clever Fellow, Instead of a wicked one, & I am of 
oppinion from their Behavour they would have been 
well pleas 'd that the Prissoners had all Died in Jail. 



